Mrs. Crawford
ENGLISH 

GRAMMAR DIAGNOSTIC TEST

I. PSAT WRITING/TSWE Questions

A. SENTENCE CORRECTION
Directions: Some of the following sentences contain errors in grammar, usage, structure, and mechanics: others are correct.  No sentence contains more than one error.  Blacken the letter on your answer sheet which identifies the error if there is one, or blacken E if the sentence is correct. There is only one error in each "incorrect" sentence.


1. If John would have told his parents where he was going, he would not have incurred



A



B


C
their anger nor lost his driving privileges.

 D

2. Because I had biked all day, I lay in bed all the next day too sick to move. 

       


      A B  C


      D

3. The university deans awarded the scholarships to whomever applied for them and had 




     A



     B

        C

good teacher recommendations.


D

4. Mrs. Birr  stated that Susan is one of those students who complete every assignment.



A

B


C        D

5. Coach Flynn felt that the Panthers could play as well as or better than  any team in their



    A



         B                  C       D

conference.

6. There is really no reason for you becoming so annoyed with me.


        A                             B                           C            D

7. The camp counselor insisted that every camper  bring  their own lunch and water bottle.



A


    B
        C      D

8.  We lived in this house for five years before our father decided to move to a new one.


   A



     B

    C

             D

9.  I was not so willing as  him to attribute his success to superior genes.


         A               B    C           D

10. The Secretary of State, as well as the other members of the cabinet, were summoned 





A                                               B                      C

suddenly  to the bedside of the ailing President.

   D

B. IMPROVING SENTENCES

Directions for #11-15: In each of the following sentences, some part or all of the sentence is underlined. Below each sentence you will find five ways of phrasing the underlined part. Select the answer that produces the most effective sentence, one that is clear and exact, without awkwardness or ambiguity, and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer sheet. In choosing answers, follow the requirements of standard written English. Choose the answer that best expresses the meaning of the original sentence.

Answer (A) is always the same as the underlined part. Choose answer (A) if you think the original sentence needs no revision.

11. The world-famous actress, Sarah Bernhardt, born in 1844.


(A) The world-famous actress, Sarah Bernhardt, born in 1844.


(B) A world-famous actress was Sarah Bernhardt, born in 1844.


(C) Sarah Bernhardt, the world-famous actress, was born in 1844.


(D) Born in 1844 was Sarah Bernhardt, being a world-famous


    actress.


(E) She was a world-famous actress and Sarah Bernhardt was born in 


    1844.
12. Eddie was as angry as Linda was when he discovered


that thieves had stripped her car.


(A) Eddie was as angry as Linda was


(B) Eddie had anger like Linda's


(C) Eddie's anger was like Linda was


(D) Eddie's anger was as great as Linda


(E) Eddie had an anger as great as Linda

13. The Dutch had been trading with Asia since the sixteenth century, their ships have visited Persia and Japan.

(A) century, their ships have visited

(B) century, while their ships had visited

(C) century, but their ships had been visiting

(D) century, when their ships visited

(E) century, where their ships were visiting

14. Gordon Parks is almost as skillful a writer as he is a director.

(A) almost as skillful a writer as he is a director

(B) almost equally skilled, whether a writer or a director

(C) of the same skill as a writer and as a director, almost

(D) a skillful director, with almost as much skill in writing

(E) skilled as a director and almost so skilled in writing

15. Looking at the context of the editorial, the words “abrupt” and “blitz” are meant to place the redevelopment program in an unfavorable light.

(A) Looking at the context of the editorial

(B) In the context of the editorial

(C) When the editorial’s context is looked at

(D) Considering its context

(E) Examining the editorial’s context

C. IMPROVING PARAGRAPHS:
Use the passage below for question #16
Passage:
(1) Barbara Hendricks had been pursuing a degree in mathematics and chemistry from the University of Nebraska with the intention of fulfilling her lifelong dream of becoming a doctor. (2) In 1968, however, the direction of her life changed when she decided that her 

future was in singing classical music.(3) Hendricks is always enjoying music, and so her decision to change careers was not completely unexpected. (4) When she was a child in 

Stephens, Arkansas, she often sang in the Methodist church.

16. In context, which of the following revisions is necessary in sentence 3?

(A) Replace “Hendricks” with “she”.

(B) Replace “is always enjoying” with “had always enjoyed”.

(C) Replace “and so” with “but”.

(D) Replace “decision” with “decisions”.

(E) Replace “to change” with “of changing”.
Use the passage below for question #17
Passage:

(1) Recently a group of workers from a clothing factory in my hometown picketed peacefully in front of a department store. (2) They carried signs, and passing shoppers were urged by them to buy products that were made in the United States. (3) A newspaper article suggested that they were wrong. (4) It pointed out that nearly all stores now sell goods that are not made in this country. (5) However, I would argue that the demonstrators are right, consumers should think about the effect they can have on industries here in the United States.

Question:

17. In context, which is the best way to revise and combine the underlined portions of sentences 3 and 4?

(a) A newspaper article suggested that the demonstrators were wrong, pointing out

(b) They were wrong, a newspaper article suggested, it pointed out that

(c) Suggesting that they are wrong, in a newspaper article it says

(d) The newspaper article suggests that the shoppers were wrong,

(e) In the newspaper article was the suggestion that they were wrong and

II. IDENTIFYING PARTS OF SPEECH, PHRASES, CLAUSES, AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Directions:  Bubble in the letter of the correct part of speech. 

a.  noun  b. pronoun  c. adjective  d. adverb  e. preposition 

ab.  interjection  bc. conjunction  bd.  verb


I like to see it lap the miles and lick the valleys up,

    
         18



19                                                 


And stop to feed itself at tanks;  and then, prodigious, step


          20

21               22         


Around a pile of mountains,  and supercilious, peer






           23


In shanties by the sides of roads;  and then a quarry pare



24  


     25


To fit its ribs, and crawl between,  complaining all the while



                                                           26


In horrid, hooting stanza;   then chase itself down hill



        27



                   


And neigh like Boanerges;  Then, punctual as a star,







     28


Stop-docile and omnipotent- At its own stable door.


 29                  

DIRECTIONS:  Bubble in the letter of the correct part of the sentence.

a. direct object  b. object of the preposition  c. predicate nominative

d. predicate adjective  e. indirect object  ab. subject  bc.  verb

A new dress code includes skirts  four inches above the knee.




          30                                    31

"This new rule seems great,"  remark most female students.




32                                           33

Females who are high school students at Pine Crest will be issued a new handbookwill in 





  34           

September.

DIRECTIONS:  Bubble in the letter of the correct phrase or clause.

a. noun clause   b. adverb clause  c.adjective clause  d. gerund phrase

e. participial phrase  ab. prepositional phrase  bc. infinitive phrase

"Cowards may die many times before their deaths; The valiant never taste of death but once."






35

"Let me have men about me that are fat"





 36

"If he be so resolved, I can o'ersway him.   For he loves to hear  that unicorns may be 

         37                   




 38

39
betrayed with trees..."

"Enduring the winter's cold, we both have fed as well."

               40

KEY- (a) simple sentence (b) compound sentence (c) complex sentence d) compound-complex sentence (e) sentence fragment   (ab) run-on sentence (comma splice)  

41. When he was in Elkton, Jerry sold his brother's bicycle and used the money for fishing tackle.

42. At the sound of the explosion, Mrs. Walters dropped the cake pan and rushed out of the kitchen, screaming at the top of her lungs.

43. In my hurry to answer the phone, I knocked over the pail of water which Mother had left in the doorway.

44. So much for the political issues.  Now for the social aspects.

45. The two boys cleared away the brush then they pitched their tent and spread out the blankets.

III. MECHANICS

A. Capitalization: Note the underlined portion of the following sentences.  Write the letter of the correct expression on your answer sheet. 
46."Until four years ago," explained Sue,"My family lived in the South."

(a) Correct as is

(b) "my family lived in the south." 

(c) "my family lived in the South." 

(d) "My family lived in the south."

47. Last fall Dad bought Mama a General Electric Refrigerator and a Maytag Washer and Dryer. 

(a) Correct as is

(b) Dad bought Mama a General Electric refrigerator and a Maytag washer and dryer last Fall. 

(c) Last fall dad bought mama a General Electric refrigerator and a Maytag washer and dryer. 

(d) Last fall Dad bought Mama a General Electric refrigerator and a Maytag washer and dryer.

B. Punctuation: Write the letter of the correct expression on your answer sheet.

48.  "Were you asked to the cookout at the Joneses' on Saturday June 6?" Robert asked.

(a) Correct as is 

(b) Jones's on Saturday, June 6, Robert asked? 

(c) Jones's on Saturday, June 6?" Robert asked. 

(d) Joneses' on Saturday, June 6?" Robert asked?

49.  Last year in English we read Shakespeare's Macbeth, Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales", Keats' [poem] The Eve of St. Agnes, and Swift's [short essay] "A Modest Proposal."

(a) Correct as is

(b) Macbeth, Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales, "The Eve of St. Agnes," and Swift's "A Modest Proposal." 

(c) "Macbeth," Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales," Keats' The Eve of St. Agnes, and Swift's A Modest Proposal. 

(d) Macbeth, Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales, Keats' The Eve of St. Agnes, and Swift's A Modest Proposal.  

50. Please fellows dont drop the ball.

(a) Correct as is 

(b) Please, Fellows dont

(c) Please fellows--don't

(d) Please, fellows, don't 

51. All the students, whose reports were not handed in, failed.

(a) Correct as is

(b) students who's reports were not handed in failed.

(c) students whose reports were not handed in failed.

(d) students, whose reports were not handed in failed.

52. Oh its a long tale.

(a) correct as is

(b) Oh, it's a long tale!

(c) Oh, its' a long tale.

(d) Oh, its a long tale!

53. The contest winners are as follows; Mary, first; Agnes, second; and John, third.

(a) Correct as is 

(b) follows: Mary, first, Agnes, second, and John, third.

(c) follows: Mary, first; Agnes, second; and John, third.

(d) follows; Mary first; Agnes second; and John third.

54. Bill suggested, "Let's not wait for the lines are too long."

(a) Correct as is 

(b) Let's not wait, for 

(c) Lets not wait, for 

(d) Let's not wait; for

55.  Have you read the poem by Robert Frost entitled "Mending Wall?"

(a) Correct as is

(b) "Mending Wall"?

(c) Mending Wall?

(d) Mending Wall?

56. The expression to aggravate means to make worse.

(a) Correct as is 

(b) to aggravate means to make worse.

(c) to aggravate means "to make worse".

(d) "to aggravate" means "to make worse."

READING COMPREHENSION:
“TO AUTUMN” by John Keats




Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,




Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;




Conspiring with him how to load and bless




With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run;



(5)
To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees,




And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;




To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells




With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,




And still more, later flowers for the bees,



(10)
Until they think warm days will never cease,




For summer has o'er brimmed their clammy cells.




Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?




Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find




Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,



(15)
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;




Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,




Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook




Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:




And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep



(20)
Steady thy laden head across a brook;




Or by a cider-press, with patient look,




Though watchest the last oozings, hours by hours.




Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they?




Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,---



(25)
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,




And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;




Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn




Among the river swallows, borne aloft 




Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;



(30)
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;




Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft




The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft;




And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.
57. According to the first stanza, Autumn 'conspires' with the sun to make each aspect of nature more

a) beautiful

b) verdant (green)

c) fecund (productive)

d) enduring

e) blighted

58. Which of the following words does NOT help to establish the bountiful impression of Autumn that dominates stanza one

a) "load" -line 3

b) "mossed" -line 5

c) "swell" -line 7

d) "plump"- line 7

e)  "o'er brimmed" -line 11

59. In relation to the first nine lines of the poem, lines 10-11 reveal that Autumn essentially

a) engenders

b) enthralls

c) deludes

d) sanctifies 

e) destroys

60. In describing Autumn in the first two stanzas, the speaker relies heavily upon

a) personification

b) metonymy

c) allusion

d) simile

e) hyperbole

61. All of the following might be said to be a part of Autumns's "store" EXCEPT the

a) cloaking mists

b) fruit-laden vines

c) thatched eves

d) twined flowers

e) oozing cider

62. The second stanza's allusion to the harvester, death, is aided by all of the following words EXCEPT

a) "winnowing" -line 15

b) "hook"  -line 17

c) "swath" -line 18

d) "laden" -line 20

e) "stubble-plains" -line 26

63. The depiction of Autumn in the second stanza is BEST labeled 

a) languid

b) optimistic

c) aromatic

d) defiant

e) forbidding

64. Which of the following is NOT a member of the natural mourning chorus in stanza three?

a) the gnats

b) the lambs 

c) the wind

d) the crickets

e) the robin

65. The diction of the third stanza suggests that Autumn's music is

a) cacophonous 

b) effervescent

c) melancholy

d) soporific

e) sporadic

66. Line 25 "While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day," contains an example of

a) euphemism

b) metaphor

c) metonymy

d) hyperbole

e) paradox

67. Despite the poem's conclusion, it may be optimistically inferred by the reader that death's triumph is 

a) negated by the ambrosial abundance

b) dulled by the narcotic of the poppies

c) mitigated by the mourning of spring

d) denied by the regeneration of spring

e) impeded by the capriciousness of the sun
